
 

For the Praise of His Glory 

 
St. Dominic's Monastery ~ 2636 Monastery Road ~ Linden, Virginia 22642  

A Capital Campaign to Build a  

Permanent Chapel  
and to Complete the Construction  

of St. Dominic's Monastery 



Dear Friends in Christ,  
 
 

       This letter is written in support of the Dominican 

Sisters of the Priory of Saint Dominic. These Sisters have 

resided in Linden, Virginia, since 2008. As a cloistered 

contemplative order, most of us cannot visit the Sisters to 

express our appreciation in person, but we can show it by 

our generosity in gifts and prayers.  
 
 

       I encourage you to support the Sisters further in their 

fundraising efforts for construction of a permanent 

chapel. They spend much of their day in prayer and inter-

cession for the Diocese of Arlington, as well as the rest of 

the world. To be able to assist them with constructing a 

beautiful place of worship is a wonderful way to show 

our gratitude to them. 
 
 

       May Our Lord Jesus abundantly bless you and fill 

your home with His peace. 

 
 

       Sincerely in Christ,  

 
       Most Reverend Michael F. Burbidge 

       Bishop of Arlington 

 

St. Dominic’s Monastery, established in  1907, is a continuation of….. 

 

 1,631 years of  monastic life according to the Rule of St. Augustine… 

 

 813 years of Dominican contemplative life since St. Dominic founded the nuns in France… 

 

 140 years of Dominican contemplative life in the United States… 

 

 113 years for this community of nuns… 

MONASTERY 

 

St. Dominic's Monastery is a community of cloistered Dominican nuns living a simple monastic 

life according to the rich tradition of their order.  
 

Consecrated to God "for the praise of His glory" and the salvation of souls, they dedicate their lives 

to the solemn celebration of the liturgy,  community life,  study and work within the silence and enclosure 
of the monastery.  

 

A monastery is a gift for the local Church and the community to which it belongs, enriching the 

lives of all, as the nuns constantly lift them up to God in prayer.  

 

In 2008, the Dominican nuns moved into the  

partially completed St. Dominic's Monastery on top  
of Blue Mountain near the village of Linden, Virginia,  
sixty miles west of Washington, DC, in the heart of  

the Diocese of Arlington. 

 

The monastery remains unfinished.  
The present construction plans center on building  

the permanent Chapel, finishing areas for the nuns  

and their guests and returning to their original intent  

the spaces used temporarily for other purposes. 

 

 

Completing 

in Northern Virginia 
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SHARING OUR STORY 
"...from sea to shining sea." 

 

     t. Dominic’s Monastery has a long and varied history that spans 

two continents over the course of more than a hundred years.  In 

1907, two courageous nuns were sent out from the Dominican mon-

astery in Union City, New Jersey to cross the continent and pioneer 

a new foundation in the far reaches of the West.  After only two 

years in Baker City, Oregon, the local bishop insisted that the nuns 

leave their enclosure to do something “useful” as teachers or nurses.  

This compelled them to seek elsewhere for a diocese that would 

welcome them and support their par-

ticular vocation as contemplative nuns.  

The bishop of La Crosse, Wisconsin 

warmly welcomed the nuns and helped 

to establish them in a small house until 

they could build a monastery, which 

they thought would be their permanent 

home.  
   

Eventually,  a temporary monastery 

was built and the community began to 

flourish, but the effects of the confu-

sion in the Church following the Sec-

ond Vatican Council reduced the 

Catholic community to such straits 

that by the 1980’s there were not 

enough priests in the diocese to minis-

ter to the nuns.  They were compelled 

to leave the enclosure to attend Mass.   
 

Yearning for a home where their voca-

tion would be supported and could be 

faithfully lived, Sr. Mary Martin, O.P. 

and Sr. Mary Paul, O.P. courageously 

pulled up roots and moved the commu-

nity ‘temporarily’ to Washington D.C.  

in order to be near the friars at the Do-

minican House of Studies.  After 

twenty-two years, the community had  

outgrown this dwelling and they began 

searching for property more conducive 

to the contemplative life where they  

could build a permanent monastery.  A suitable site 

was found in the Blue Ridge Mountains in the dio-

cese of Arlington.  After several years of careful plan-

ning, construction of the new monastery began. 
 

In 2008, the community finally moved into the par-

tially completed St. Dominic’s Monastery on top of 

Blue Mountain near the town of Linden, Virginia, 

sixty miles west of Washington, DC.  However, esca-

lated construction costs necessitated a modification 

of the original plans, thus, some areas of the monas-

tery had to be ‘temporarily’ re-purposed and others 

left unfinished.   
 

They were warmly welcomed by Bishop Paul Loverde 

and his brother priests, as well as by the neighbors 

and faithful of the Diocese of Arlington. 

The monastery has become known to its local 

neighbors and diocese, offering a haven of peace and 

interceding for their needs,  while receiving  grate-

fully the material and financial support of its bene-

factors. 

       1907 :  Baker City, Oregon   1909:  Lacrosse, WI        1950:  Lacrosse, WI       1983:  Washington, DC     2002:  Visiting property in Linden       2006:  Phase I Construction in Linden                        2007:  Assessing progress 

 
 

FIVE GOLD RINGS 
 
 

Since the nuns' 2008 arrival in the      

Diocese of Arlington, five new sisters 

have been joyfully received as      

permanent members of the          

community, each receiving a gold 

ring to signify their definitive com-

mitment to God. They are the first 

fruits of God's vineyard in Linden. 

S 
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"While their lives are hidden from the world, the 

nuns at St. Dominic’s  Monastery are a radically ob-

vious manifestation of what God’s grace can do: He 

can turn us exclusively to himself and make every-

thing we do directed to Him. The rest of us need 

not only the prayers of these nuns but their wit-

ness—their witness that all that we do should be 

for God." 

Rev. Thomas Petri, O.P., S.T.D. 
Vice President and Academic Dean 

The Pontifical Faculty of the Immaculate Conception 

at the Dominican House of Studies 

By Rev. Gabriel B. O’Donnell, O.P. 

 s e e k i n g  t h e  h e a r t  o f  a l l  t h i n g s  

A  M O N A S T E R Y  C H A P E L 

      he ancient wisdom is clear:  the heart of every 

monastery is the chapel.  It is there that the Holy 

Sacrifice of the Mass is daily celebrated and where 

the Blessed Sacrament is reserved and adored.  The 

monastery chapel is the destination, night and day, of 

the nuns who gather there to sing the praises of God 

in the hours of the Divine Office and where they in-

tercede for the needs of the world.  There the nuns 

seek refuge in private prayer, in their personal sor-

row and distress as well as in their joy and gladness.  

This wisdom makes clear the need for a proper 

chapel for St. Dominic’s Monastery. 

But this ancient wisdom can be misleading.  In real-

ity, the chapel is not the heart of the monastery.  It is 

God Himself who is the heart and soul of a cloistered 

monastery.  A call to Dominican contemplative life is 

a call to cease avoiding God, to surrender in faith to 

the reality of His existence and His presence.  In a 

Dominican monastery there is no place to hide from 

God.  All through the day and even into the darkness 

of night, the Liturgy of the Hours, the celebration of 

the sacraments and adoration of the Blessed Sacra-

ment confront the nun with the reality of God.  

Withdrawn from the world and freed from the dis-

"There must be a place in the monastery  

reserved for God alone,  

just as the nun is set apart for God alone.  

This is the purpose and meaning  

of the monastery chapel"  

tractions that it always provides, she must face 

the holiness of God and His love and compassion 

for His people. 

 

Just as the nun is set apart from the world by the 

monastic enclosure, her life of surrender to God 

calls for a place, a physical space, set apart from 

the rest of life, where this encounter can be ex-

pressed in a concrete way.  There must be a place 

in the monastery reserved for God alone, just as 

the nun is set apart for God alone.  This is the 

purpose and meaning of the monastery chapel.   

 

Lacking funds for the construction of a proper 

chapel, the space originally planned for the library 

became the chapel with the intention that one 

day a beautiful monastic chapel with an adequate 

number of pews available for the public would 

become a reality.  Given the growth of the com-

munity and the frequency of visitors who come to 

pray in the chapel, it seems that the moment has 

come to make this a reality. 

T 
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FOSTE RING O UR  

DOMINICAN VOCATION 
 

A music room is needed where the nuns can  

practice for the liturgy without disturbing the general 

silence of the monastery.  
 
 

The library will be moved from the basement to the 

main floor in a place of greater prominence and  

accessibility. 
 
 

A classroom is needed where outside lecturers can 

come to offer classes for the nuns’ on-going formation.  

 

"In order to launch the original building project, the nuns settled 

for the bare construction essentials. Finishing indoor features, 

such as windows, floors and notably a proper Chapel were left 

for a later time. Now this time has come… the nuns and the 

Catholic community that supports them and visits them and 

seeks their powerful intercession through prayer deserve a 

proper chapel."  
 

Rev. Romanus Cessario, O.P. 
 

Ave Maria University, Research Fellow 

JOIN IN G IN  WORSHIP  
 

A permanent Chapel with greater seat-

ing capacity is needed to accommodate the 

growing number of people who visit the 

monastery seeking a tranquil place of prayer, 

an oasis of God's presence in our noisy, dis-

tracted world. The monastery's small tempo-

rary chapel seats thirty; the new Chapel will 

seat four times as many. 
 

A traditional confessional is needed  spe-

cifically for guests. 

EXPANSION FOR GROWTH 
 

A refectory, a traditional monastic dining 

room, is needed which can comfortably seat 24 

nuns.  
 

A chapter room is needed. It is the oratory-

like space of special Dominican significance 

where the monastery  council and chapter gather 

for  meetings, discussions, and elections.  

 

WHAT IS  NEEDED?  
a n d  w hy ?  

WELC OMING GUE STS  

 

Larger parlors are needed where the nuns 

can welcome their guests and visit with their 

families. More space is needed especially for 

major events like religious professions.  
 

Guest rooms are needed where the nuns' 

families and young women discerning a  

religious vocation can receive overnight  

hospitality.  

CARE  FOR THE IN FIRM  
 
 

The infirmary needs to be expanded so that, in so far 

as possible, the nuns can receive the care they need while 

remaining within their accustomed monastic home. The 

community, although relatively young, is looking ahead so 

as to lovingly provide their aging sisters with the care they 

deserve. 
 

An oratory adjacent to the infirmary and overlooking 

the nuns’ choir is needed to enable the sick and aging nuns 

to participate in the liturgy with the community or for 

private prayer. 
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CONSTRUCTION PLANS 
After much prayer and careful planning, the nuns are taking 

steps necessary to complete St. Dominic's Monastery. The  

permanent chapel, the heart of the monastery, will be the 

crown jewel of the construction. 

 

(LEFT: Construction will complete the left-hand wing of the already ex-

isting building along with a new refectory, pictured here in the bottom 

right-hand corner. The infirmary will be on the upper level, while the class-

room and music room will be in the basement under the chapel.) 

Permanent Chapel 
CROWN JEWEL OF THE MONASTERY 

 

 

“Although unseen, unheard, 

and unknown by most of us, 

the Dominican Sisters pro-

vide an essential service to 

Christ’s Church. First, by 

their constant worship of 

the Lord and then by their 

ceaseless intercession for 

us. Please consider assisting 

them in this campaign, so 

that they have a chapel wor-

thy of their worship.” 

 

Very Rev. Paul D. Scalia 
Episcopal Vicar for Clergy 

Director of the Permanent  
Diaconate Formation Program, 

Office of the Clergy 
Pastor of St. James Church 

Falls Church, VA 

 

O' BR IEN  & KE AN E  
ARCHITECTURE    LAND PLANNING    INTERIORS 
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Campaign Budget 
a responsible financial plan 

          Building Expenses   

 

 
Excavation and Site Preparation  $ 225,000 

Monastery Building Additions        $ 6,900,000 (22,300 sq. ft.) 

Interior Renovations    $ 225,000 (2,300 sq. ft.) 

Architects/Engineering Fees   $ 450,000 

Furnishings     $ 525,000 

Contingency Cost    $ 175,000 

  

Total Project Cost    $8,500,000 

     he nuns of St. Dominic’s Monastery have a 

history of strong financial management. Thanks 

to the regular support of hundreds of faithful 

benefactors and monthly support of the St. 

Catherine de Ricci Guild members, the nuns' 

daily needs are met.  They are debt free and well 

positioned to undertake the completion of the 

Monastery.   

 

 St. Dominic’s faithful donors will be asked to 

support this building campaign, but they cannot 

do it alone.  The sisters are also seeking major 

gifts to help secure the $8.5 million necessary to 

complete St. Dominic’s Monastery and build the 

permanent Chapel by December 31, 2025. 

T 

   Your gift will  NEVER BE FORGOTTEN 

              --in time and  IN ETERNITY! 

 

ALL CONTRIBUTIONS WILL GO DIRECTLY TOWARDS THE CAPITAL CAMPAIGN. 

 

rare opportunity 
 

The Capital Campaign will give supporters a rare opportunity  

to build a permanent memorial that will...  

 

 Offer praise and glory to God 

 Provide a tangible expression of your faith 

 Support the nuns’ contemplative vocation – a life of prayer and worship 

 Inspire and encourage vocations to the Dominican contemplative life 

 Provide more space for those joining the nuns for the Liturgy 

 Express a loving tribute to a living or deceased loved one through a                                                                         

donation in their honor 

 Complete construction of St. Dominic’s Monastery  

 

 

“Those who help in the 

building of this House of 

praise will be remembered 

by Nuns not even born yet. 

These cloistered Nuns have 

given their entire lives for 

the salvation of souls, at the 

very heart of the Church. 

They seek your help with the 

gifts God has given to you 

for without them they could 

not exercise their hidden 

call ...“ 

Rev. Joseph Mary Trinkle 
Consecrated Diocesan Hermit  

Supporters have a  
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St. Dominic’s Monastery  

Honorary Chapel Campaign Advisors 

Our Advisors 

The Most Reverend Michael F. Burbidge 
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Go up into the hill country;  

bring timber, and build the house  

that I may take pleasure in it  

and receive my glory, says the Lord.  

(Haggai 1:1-8) 

Design and layout 

by the Nuns of  

St. Dominic’s Monastery 

 

CONTACT: 

Prioress: Sr. Mary Fidelis, O.P. 

Phone: 540.635.3259 

Email: monastery@lindenopnuns.org 

Website: lindenopnuns.org 


	2. page 1 - cover
	4. page 3 - VA
	5. page 4 - history 1
	7. page 6 - chapel 1
	9. page 8 - building brief - enhanced adoration
	11. page 10 - construction plans 1
	13. page 12 - campaign budget
	15. page 14 - our advisors - dawn with beige fill
	17. page 16 - back cover



